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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1744 edition. Excerpt: . pass the lacteals and other finer vessels, nor yet, perhaps,
readily impart those virtues to a menstruum, that may with safety and speed convey them throughout the
human body. Upon all which accounts, I believe tar-water will be found to have singular advantages. It is
observed that acid spirits prove the stronger, by how much the greater degree of heat is required to raise them.
And indeed, there seemeth to be no acid more gentle than this, obtained by the simple aJusion of cold water;
which carries oJ from the subject tha most light and subtile parts, and, if one may so speak, the very flower of
it s specific qualities. And here it is to be noted, that the volatile salt and spirit of vegetables do, by. gently
stimulating the solids, attenuate the fluids contained in them, and promote secretions, and that they are
penetrating and active, contrary to the general nature of other acids. 51. It is a great maxim for health, that the
juices of the body be kept fluid in a due proportion. Therefore, the acid volatile spirit in tarwater, at once
attenuating and cooling in a moderate degree, must greatly conduce to health, as a mild salutary deobstruent,
quickening the circulation of the fluids without wounding the solids, thereby gently removbg or preventing
those obstructions, which are the great and general cause of most chronical diseases; in this manner answering
to the antihysterics, assa feetida, galbanum, myrrh, amber,...
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